NEE s, R esorkip s, shout, com
and bifpfwww, homeworicspod.com are
popudar with tagns and offer @ loes
atternalree fo tutors. Teemegers are also
ST ACCASE 10 e and currem
ewvenl= pnline; prafernng the fresh slo-
it Angd wivid graphics of the Wek to

Top 5 Reasons
Kids Go Online

by hwer Jadli=g

Hawa wou ever wondered exaotiy whal
your teen 5 dosng for hours on &nd &t
ihe eampiter? The fruth may surprisa
Jand dedght) yoa

Communicalian

.: Teans ané falking. In a
#  nationgl AOL saréey of maore

(han B.700 teens and parants of Bens, i
wEa fodand That 81 percen) of beeas
bakwaan the agas of 12 to 17 uss the
Internel 1or e-mad, and 71 percamt @=e if
bo gend Enctant 18 messages io iR
IMends compulers or wirnless devices
A gimilar study by Jupiter Media Melrix,
an Infernet resaanch firm, batks thase
regudts, |isting the Top Web shes visied
by teans as Yahoo, MEN, AOL and
Hotmail — a8 destinations that support g-
el and-instand mesgaging, Claarky, s
Imernat i5 slowly but seraly replacing
[ teleghomng & the lives of our Wans.

ReseanchHomewark

r._-:: Taape zre Jearming
Studies show 1hal
tegnagers are ugng the

imlarned a5 a ressarch toal, replacing

e Hberary ps their primary sounce of

mfnrmation. As much as 61 percen

ol tesng furn bo eniing resources fo

complele thedr hom&wnr aatign-

menls, 2s0e5si0g dotailad maps, rich

Ristorsgel data. amd oiher sfudy plds;

Homewark hefp Web sies such a5

the “boring” newspaper thad ihelr par-
Bnis Bre reading af {he breaklast wEhis

Teans are playeng. Esghdy

.,- perceand of 8- to 1¥-ymar-
o who go oaling begln el Intzmel
education by playing games This per-
ceniage drixps, howeved, a8 kids rasch
thair tnanage poars, decreasing tn G0
percand by fhe imn leens mach 18
Teens' tactes In games are as varied as
the saleckion, rangieg from intarzctlve
re-playing games such as “The Sims
Online" { hitpwenw Inesims.com, | 1o
anling, snisped-up versions o ald
standbys lika Yahtioe and Tetrls. Gama
sHes populad willy tesas anclide MSNs
Bams Zons {habn: o Tone Man.com |
Upsaar {hitpafewe uproaccem) and
Shnckwave Games (kip e shook
‘WANE.COMYEWigamas).

Inferestmply encugh, game playing
anlime i3 really 8 Turther extansion ol
Tegn-t0-teen commumcalion, 3= mosk
gEmEs pravile & chad lisvclian lor dis-
CUEEIn batwaen rounos

Music

=t Tenps-are gromer’, What
= wl Il with 8 Tesmager be
weithois masic? Today's loers lterafly hawe
s Jt thier Sngerts and, a5 0 g,
havg: ermbraced the avalabiliy of free tunes
oriling; 55 permenl of (e aoes 12 1017

and G5 pameed of nlder Bens §5i lisening
to mesic == an briemet must. Usng sof-
wam applicsions soch & Windows Meka
Playar andl KaZnd Media Deskiop, {nere
cin now dewnlosd digitieed e and
yidea llles wikh 2 click of the mouss, and
shar them wish friercls with e samn
gt in mwesic, ol free of changs |for rone
Favoriis teen hangouis inchids Axdo
Gakery (httpoifesswaudiogatao com)
Akapsody (g wess ieisncom) 2nd
Ka@ah «hiip.idwves katan omn . Aocess o
thausanis of Ive rado broadcasts B asn
a big dey, with farmats rnging irm
Loodan aliemabive io Minnsapolls ig-hop

o Window Shopping

=
b=,

= Teens are pust Browsng.

“—=" Tesragers makn up tha
Iargest group of anlive shegpers who
dom't actually purchase onling,
Imcreagingly computer-savyy, bl lack-
ing oredil cads, B8 pecant ol ieens
havs neser made & onling purchase,
hut 20 percend fiave researchad prog-
uets on the Ialarmet bedore making 2
auiclEse moa aonvendional Lo,
Riessarch ndicates thal teens fnsquent
the same popular onling skores as
aduits, such ag Amazon.com and aBsy,
Bt shap short of making a purchass

TnlKIng, lEarnireg, plinang, grosin’,
shopping = & [ypical healihy \eenager
Bishaviors! Favever, F winild B2 nanee 16
gggest that leenagers aren t t=mpded o
oocasionally wanmer aver ta Bhe “saady
side” of the Imernel. Howe' can & panenl
protect an mdependand ke from ihe
raagers anling, wilhoul squslchng his
anthu=iasm tor the technology of his
genertion? Pull up a chair! I1 vou
haven't taken e ime 1o 20t the Wah
Wl yOwr [BENs, YOl T8 MISSING oyt on &
peeal opportunily o oged a glimapss od
v child’s woedd — 2 warld of limdtless
bioundaries and possibififizs. And i fhey
know wau're mberesied in jand abes 1o
| whal they'ro waming, they are
mueh mors llkely o siick b e hestiy,
tog five reszons {0 go onling,

5k



